[Changes in the vertebrae as an initial symptom of leukemia].
Back pain due to vertebral changes as early feature of acute lymphocytic leukemia (ALL) in childhood has been infrequently reported. There are 8 previously described patients with similar clinical and laboratory data, suggesting a biologically unique subset of ALL. Characteristic findings of this rare primary manifestation of leukemia are lack of significant organomegaly or lymphadenopathy, normal or low white blood cell count with predominance of lymphocytes and rarely circulating lymphoblasts, normal platelet count, uric acid and lactate dehydrogenase values. In the following report we make a further attempt to confirm the hypothesis of a subset of ALL, demonstrating two additional patients with characteristic features of ALL presenting with vertebral changes and low leukemic burden.